THE CHRIST COLLEGE of NURSING and HEALTH SCIENCES
2011/2012 College Student Handbook  (  Admissions Policy & Information
DISCLAIMER 
The admission information contained on-line and in the Viewbook most accurately describes the admission policies, regulations, requirements and procedures for The Christ College of Nursing and Health Sciences. The Christ College of Nursing and Health Sciences reserves the right to delete, substitute, change or supplement any statement without prior notice.

GENERAL ADMISSION INFORMATION
The Christ College admissions process is designed to admit strongly qualified students who are likely to excel both academically and clinically as well as contribute to society as excellent healthcare professionals. 

Admissions Process Highlights:
· The Christ College of Nursing and Health Sciences (TCCNHS) operates under a rolling admission model. 
· Applicants must complete all admission requirements in order to be reviewed for admission.
· The College will review qualified applicants in the order that they complete the application process.
· Applications will no longer be accepted once the incoming class has been filled. 
ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
To be considered for admission, applicants must meet all of the following requirements:  

1. Be a graduate of an accredited high school or its equivalent, or have received a General Education Diploma (GED). High school seniors must submit their current official transcript at the time of application.
2. Have a minimum high school cumulative grade point average (GPA) of 2.75 (on a 4.0 scale); OR a minimum GED composite score of at least 53 (if taken before 2002) or 530 (if taken after 2001); OR a cumulative college GPA of 2.75 (whichever is most recent).
3. Have taken the following prerequisite courses in high school or equivalent coursework in college with a minimum grade of 2.0 “C” or better (unless applicant possesses a GED):
· Algebra

· Biology

· Chemistry
4. Demonstrate the ability to successfully complete college work.  Applicants are required to submit one of the following:    
· Official results of the American College Test (ACT) with a minimum score of 19 (College Code:  3252); OR
· Official results of the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) with a minimum score of 1300 or 950 (if taken prior to 2005) (College Code:  2200); OR
· Evidence of successful completion of 12 semester or 18 quarter hours of college work completed at a regionally accredited college or university with a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.75 (on a 4.0 scale) will be used to waive the ACT or SAT testing requirement.
5. Non-US citizens who have been granted the status of immigrant, permanent resident or refugee by US Immigration and Naturalization Services may be admitted on the same basis as US citizens. Documents supporting their status must be submitted with the application. All non-native speakers of English must prove English proficiency by submitting the Internet-based TOEFL (iBT). Proficiency may be demonstrated by a iBT score of 88 or above. Information concerning this examination may be obtained by writing to TOEFL, Box 899, Princeton, New Jersey 08540, U.S.A. or by visiting the website www.ets.org/toefl. The school code number is 8674.

NOTE: All transcripts originating in a foreign country must be translated and evaluated by World Educational Services (www.wes.org).  
INSTRUCTIONS FOR APPLYING

1. Submit a completed application for admission which can be downloaded at www.thechristcollege.edu.
2. Submit a $45 non-refundable application fee payable to TCCNHS (unless an official fee waiver document has been received from the high school counselor).
3. Request an official high school transcript and/or General Educational Development (GED) grade transcript.  (High School Seniors:  In order to complete enrollment, high school seniors must submit a final high school transcript upon graduation). 

4. Request official transcript(s) from all previously attended regionally accredited institutions of higher education. Transcripts are considered official if received in a sealed envelope from each institution the applicant has attended. Opened transcripts are deemed unofficial.  You are required to list all colleges previously attended and, if currently enrolled, the college you are currently attending.  NOTE:  Unofficial transcripts will not be reviewed for admission.
5. Request results from American College Test (ACT) or Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT).  
a. If a minimum of twelve (12) semester or eighteen (18) quarter hours of college coursework have been completed and these courses meet the minimum standard of a 2.75 GPA the ACT or SAT requirement will be waived.
NOTE: Completed applications, application fees, and all official transcripts will be accepted beginning September 1 of each academic year. The admissions season will remain open until all available spaces in the class have been filled. The College reserves the right to stop accepting or reviewing applications once the class has been filled. Any application received after the class has been filled will not be reviewed.  Students should check the Admissions page of the College website to ensure that the admissions process is still open.
ACCEPTANCE INFORMATION
Students accepted into TCCNHS will be sent a letter confirming admission through U.S. mail. The letter confirming admission includes an enrollment form that must be completed and returned with the $350 non-refundable matriculation fee to the College on or before the specified due date.  Once the enrollment form and deposit is received, students become eligible to participate in a number of important pre-enrollment activities, including: academic advising, placement exams, on-line New Student Community program, financial aid and scholarship application, class registration, and New Student Orientation.  

PROVISIONAL ACCEPTANCE 
Students who do not meet one or more of the admission requirements may be considered for provisional acceptance to the College at the discretion of the Dean, Student Affairs, and Academic Deans of General Education and Nursing Education.  Provisionally accepted students will be required to meet certain academic performance requirements beyond what is expected of regularly admitted students.  Students may submit a personal statement along with supporting documentation with their application to support a case for provisional acceptance.  

NEXT STEPS AFTER ACCEPTANCE
There are several steps that new students entering the College must complete as part of the acceptance process.
Submit Final High School Transcript

In order to complete enrollment, high school seniors must request that his or her high school counselor submit a final high school transcript upon graduation.  The transcript is to be mailed to:
The Christ College of Nursing and Health Sciences

Office of Admissions

2139 Auburn Avenue
Cincinnati, OH  45219
Advanced Placement
The Advanced Placement (AP) program administered by the College Board of the Educational Testing Service (ETS) allows students to receive college credit for coursework completed in high school. Prior to matriculation, AP scores of “3” or higher will be accepted for college exemption for the following courses:

· English Language and Composition will replace English 101

· Psychology will replace Psychology 101

It is the student’s responsibility to contact ETS to have the score(s) sent directly to the Office of Admissions at TCCNHS.  
Apply for Financial Aid

In 2010-2011, 92 percent of students received some form of financial aid assistance to attend TCCNHS.  To be considered for financial aid, new students must complete and file the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) form.  Prompt submission assures consideration for maximum available financial aid.  This FAFSA form can be filled out electronically at www.fafsa.gov.  All students must indicate TCCNHS on the form by using our federal school code of 006489.  Information on the College’s financial aid process and important deadlines are available at www.thechristcollege.edu/financialaid 
New Student Community (NSC)

As a student entering TCCNHS for the first time, there are many requirements that must be completed before starting classes.  In addition, new students are likely to have many questions.  
To help students transition to the College, we’ve created an on-line program called the New Student Community, designed to guide students through each requirement.  
New students are expected to participate in a New Student Community Meeting held at the College, several weeks before classes begin.   The New Student Community Meeting helps students in making a successful academic, intellectual, and social transition into the College community. Students are introduced to the academic program and student services.  It also provides an opportunities for students to interact with other students, as well as with faculty, staff, and administrators.

Placement Assessments for New Students
Placement assessments in English, Biology, and Math are required for all students entering directly from high school and students entering with transfer credit from other accredited institutions of higher learning.  Assistance with course recommendations, requirements and acceptance of transfer credit are based on the outcomes of these placement assessments.
Background Check
All students are required to satisfactorily meet a criminal background check prior to entering the College. This requirement is in accord with Ohio Revised Code Section 4723.09 as well as regulations of health care facilities and regulatory bodies overseeing the clinical sites where students receive practicum experiences as part of their educational program.  In order to complete enrollment, all TCCNHS students must undergo a criminal background check as a condition of admission.  It is important to note that a past felony or misdemeanor conviction may disqualify a student from entering a clinical setting, test for licensure, or being hired by potential employers in healthcare professions. The Ohio State Board of Nursing Education and Nurse Registration require this information. Individuals convicted of or pleading guilty to a felony must be evaluated by the Board of Nursing for permission to take the NCLEX licensure examination.
All second and third year students must submit and satisfactorily complete an annual background check as a condition of continuing enrollment.  The background check will be completed each year the student attends the College.  
Drug Testing
Drug testing is required by TCCNHS for all students as a condition of admission.  Failure to comply or achieve a satisfactory outcome will result in the student being denied admission into the College.  

Health Insurance
All students enrolled in clinical nursing courses are required to carry health insurance and provide proof of current personal health insurance coverage to TCCNHS.  A student may not participate in any clinical experience without meeting these requirements.  

CPR Certification 
TCCNHS requires that all students enrolled in nursing courses be certified in Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) – Basic Life Support (BLS) – before beginning the program. This certification must be “CPR for the Professional Rescuer” OR “Health Care Provider.”  

Immunization Requirements

All students entering TCCNHS must submit a completed health examination and documentation of immunization against:  measles, mumps, rubella, varicella (chicken pox), series of three (3) hepatitis-B vaccine, Tdap (Tetanus, Diphtheria, Pertussis), and have an annual PPD skin test (tuberculosis skin test), prior to registration.  Clinical agencies may require additional immunizations.  There are no exceptions to the background check, drug testing, health insurance, CPR certification, and immunization requirements.  Students who do not comply will not be allowed to enroll or continue enrollment at The Christ College of Nursing and Health Sciences.  
Uniform Information

All students are required to purchase the school uniform, which is available through Scrubs 4 U, Inc.  A representative from Scrubs 4 U will take uniform measurements and orders at the College in mid-June.  Students may also purchase items directly from the Scrubs the 4 U store location in West Chester, OH.   
TRANSFER CREDIT FOR COMPLETED COLLEGE COURSES

TCCNHS values the previous educational experiences of its applicants and matriculating students. Accordingly, transfer credits may be accepted for successfully completed college courses with content that parallels the College’s curriculum. Our commitment to providing a curriculum that facilitates intellectual and professional growth, in addition to preparing competent well-rounded graduates, necessitates the following requirements relevant to considering transfer of college credits:

1. Applicants must meet the College’s current standards for regularly enrolled students.  (See
ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS)

2. All previous college-level coursework must have been completed with a grade of 2.0 “C” or better at institutions of higher learning that are accredited by one of the six regional accrediting associations. Case-by-case exceptions may be made if the institution has alternative accreditation or other affiliations (e.g. theological schools, seminaries, or colleges). Appropriate and complete documentation is required for full consideration of any transfer credit.

3. Successfully completed humanities and social science courses will be considered for transfer credit only if taken within ten (10) years prior to enrollment in TCCNHS.

4. Successfully completed science courses will be considered for transfer credit only if taken within seven (7) years of enrollment in TCCNHS.  

5. Students are limited to transferring in 15 semester or 22.5 quarter credit hours towards the total credits required to graduate. 

6. All transfer coursework must be documented on or before the first day of classes in which the student is enrolled as a degree-seeking student. 
7. TCCNHS deeply values its curriculum and its importance to the developing professional. Therefore, students must complete a minimum of 16-credit hours - called a General Education Residency Requirement - as part of the requirements for graduation.

8. Transfer of English, biology, or math credits may require completion of placement exams (see Placement Examination For New Students under NEXT STEPS AFTER ACCEPTANCE) before final credit is given.
EARN CREDITY BY EXAMINATION

The College Level Examination Program (CLEP) provides a method for earning college credits for previously acquired knowledge in certain areas. CLEP is sponsored by the College Entrance Examination Board. Examinations may be taken at any CLEP center. CLEP credit will be reviewed to determine if it meets the requirements of the college. Prior to matriculation, CLEP test scores of 50 or higher will be accepted for college exemption for the following courses:

· Sociology will replace Sociology 101

· Psychology will replace Psychology 101

Students wishing to take the English CLEP must take the exam titled “Freshman College Composition with optional essays”. Students should take note that their essays should come to the English Department for further evaluation. As such, the quality of the essays as determined by the English Department will be the final basis for determining whether the transfer credit for ENG 101 will be approved. 

ADMISSION PROCEDURE FOR NURSING TRANSFER STUDENTS (ADVANCED STANDING)
An advanced standing student is defined as one who has previously completed some nursing clinical courses at another accredited registered nurse educational program. Advanced standing consideration is given to applicants who have successfully completed clinical nursing courses comparable in subject matter to those courses offered at TCCNHS.  A grade of 2.0 “C” or higher is required in clinical nursing courses and a cumulative GPA of 2.75 or higher is required. (Advanced standing students may receive the equivalent of up to 13 semester credit hours for transferable clinical nursing courses and 4 semester credit hours for non-clinical nursing courses).  Any  advanced standing applicant with two or more previous clinical failures may be admitted; however, no credit for previous nursing courses will be given.

· Advanced standing applicants must meet the College’s current standards for regularly enrolled students.  (See ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS)
· Advanced standing applicants will be considered for admission when the following have been submitted:
1. A completed application form and all required transcripts;

2. Syllabus for each nursing course the student completed with a grade of “C” or higher to transfer; and
3. A statement from the dean/director, or designee, of the previous school of nursing endorsing admission into the program. 
The following also may be required:
· Written and/or clinical challenge examinations to determine placement
· An interview with the appropriate academic dean
Advanced standing students entering the second year of the nursing program will be required to take the bridge session prior to starting nursing classes.  (See NEXT STEPS AFTER ACCEPTANCE – all information applies to advanced standing students except the placement testing requirement.  Advanced standing students are exempt from placement testing).

Note: Advanced standing students will be required to take at least two clinical nursing courses and Transition to Nursing Practice at The Christ College of Nursing and Health Sciences or the equivalent of the second year of the nursing program.
NON-DEGREE SEEKING STUDENTS  

Non-degree seeking students are those who are not pursuing a degree but would like to enroll in college courses.  A non-degree student is not considered accepted into the nursing program and is not eligible for financial aid or tuition payment plans.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS FOR NON-DEGREE STUDENTS 

Students who wish to enroll at The Christ College of Nursing and Health Sciences as a non-degree seeking student must submit a non-degree application. This application is available by calling (513) 585-0365. 
  

Please note that course prerequisites may apply. Please contact the Registrar’s Office at (513) 585-0365 for further information. 

Non-degree seeking students who desire to pursue a degree must meet TCCNHS admission standards as well as those of the program they intend to enter. Enrolling as a non-degree student does not guarantee admission. Students desiring to seek admission must follow proper admission procedure. 

ADVANCED STANDING PROGRAM FOR LPNs/LVNs 

The Christ College of Nursing and Health Sciences participates in the Ohio Nursing Articulation Model (ONAM) nursing program. As such, it will:

· Meet current Ohio Board of Nursing program requirements;
· Participate on a voluntary basis;
· Utilize the Ohio Nursing Articulation Model (ONAM) LPN-to-RN Transition Course as the advanced placement mechanism for articulation students;
· Grant a minimum of 30% of the nursing coursework required by The Christ College of Nursing and Health Sciences for the degree;
· Begin student into the nursing sequence within 12 months of completion of the ONAM Transition Course;
· Record the advanced placement credit in terms of our program as the receiving academic institution; and
· Establish graduation requirements for articulation students that do not exceed those for generic students.

LPN/LVN students accepted into TCCNHS Advanced Standing Program under the ONAM must: 

· Meet the specific admission requirements of the institution/program;
· Hold an active, unencumbered, unrestricted license to practice as a LPN/LVN in one US state or territory;
· A minimum of one year LPN clinical practice employment within the last three (3) years is required; 
· Submit letter of reference from most recent LPN/LVN employer on company letterhead stating the dates of employment;

· Submit official transcript of school of practical nursing; 

· Completed General Education/science courses (by the application deadline) in accordance with the College’s transfer credit policy.  If the student is lacking one or more of the prerequisites listed below, they must enroll in these courses and successfully complete them with a grade of 2.0 “C” or
higher before beginning NUR 099, NUR 199, NUR 200 or 201. The courses are listed below:
· BIO 111:  Anatomy & Physiology I with Lab (2 lab hours – 4 semester credit hours)
· BIO 112:  Anatomy & Physiology II with Lab (2 lab hours – 4 semester credit hours)
· BIO 121 Microbiology with Lab (2 lab hours – 4 semester credit hours)
· ENG 101:  English Composition (3 semester credit hours)
· COM 101:  Speech and Oral Communication (3 semester credit hours)
· Successfully complete the Ohio Nursing Articulation Model LPN-to-RN transition course and

The College’s Division of Nursing Education Bridge Course prior to starting the nursing classes;* 
· In addition, GEN 101:  College Success (1 semester credit hour) – this course will be taken with the LPN-to-RN transition course.*
*These requirements will be met after the student has been accepted.

GENERAL CONDUCT (of applicants and students)

Applicants and students should be of good character, be accountable for their own acts, and demonstrate responsible behavior. Nursing graduates are required to take a state licensing exam in order to practice as a RN. State Boards of Nursing propose licensure and practice statutes. One such statute relates to conviction or plea of guilty to a felony. Such offenses require a hearing before the State Board. The final ruling of the Board may make the candidate ineligible to take the licensing examination. 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

· Official transcripts must be mailed directly to The Christ College of Nursing and Health Sciences Admissions Office (2139 Auburn Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45219). It is the applicant’s responsibility to arrange for official transcripts to be sent directly to the College.
· Students are responsible for having current knowledge in all prerequisites and should consider refreshing outdated course work.
· Standardized assessments are utilized throughout the curriculum. The results of these tests may require the student to undergo a remediation program and/or enroll in additional courses before progressing in the program and/or receiving endorsement as a candidate for State Board licensure.

