Christ College of Nursing and Health Sciences

Writing Across the Curriculum Rubric

	Criteria
	Highly Proficient

	Proficient

	Minimally Proficient
	Not Proficient

	Purpose, Engagement, Audience Awareness and Content


	Responds directly and thoroughly to prompt and meets needs of audience. Insights are rich, varied, moving or provoking. Engagement with topic/material is deep, reflective and richly detailed. Reader is absorbed, sits up and takes notice, feels illuminated.


	Responds to prompt. Insights sufficient to give the reader something of real value. Engagement with topic/material is competent, addresses essential matters in some detail. Demonstrates audience awareness.
	Responds vaguely or inconsistently to prompt. Pedestrian and unremarkable insights are of limited value to reader. Engagement with topic/material is shallow, addresses obvious matters unreflectively. Only partially meets requirements of assignment, demonstrates limited audience awareness.


	Does not respond adequately to prompt. Offers reader little or nothing of value. Lack of engagement with topic/material or engagement is superficial, overly general, with little or no detail. Demonstrates lack of audience awareness.

	Focus and Clarity


	Sharply focused with no superfluous material. Presents clear, definite, narrow thesis. Paragraphs connected with meaningful transitions. Topic sentences express controlling idea throughout paper. Clear and precise phrasing.
	Focused.  May contain superfluous material but not enough to obscure main ideas. Thesis relatively clear but falls somewhat short in sharpness and focus. Transitions and topic sentences effective but not as creative, varied and precise as in highly proficient papers. Occasional lapses in clarity of phrases.


	Focus not consistently maintained. Main ideas somewhat obscured.  Thesis somewhat indefinite, fuzzy or too broad. Occasional lapses in connections and transitions cause confusion. Frequent distracting lapses in clarity of phrases.
	Focus not effectively established. Much superfluous material. Thesis unclear or absent. Ideas not clearly expressed or connected. Many phrases unclear or badly used.

	Organization and Development


	Very well organized. Amply developed. Topic fully and logically treated, ideas forcefully elaborated. Consistently logical flow of ideas within and between paragraphs. If appropriate, objections fairly noted, compelling counter-arguments offered. 
	Fairly well organized. Sufficiently developed to convey and support ideas but not with great force. Logical flow of ideas within and between paragraphs apparent overall but occasionally lacking. If appropriate, objections noted, counter-arguments offered.
	Discernable organization, but rather mechanically executed. Thinly developed. Ideas only somewhat elaborated. Logical flow of ideas within and between paragraphs difficult to discern. If appropriate, objections are irrelevant, weak or vaguely expressed, with ineffective or inappropriate counter-arguments.


	Flawed or no organization. Underdeveloped. No apparent logical flow of ideas within and between paragraphs. Argument fails to acknowledge objections.

	Diction and Syntax


	Word choice precise and powerful. Sentence structure varied and highly effective to express complex ideas and satisfy audience.


	Word choice effective. Sentence structure effective, with less originality and variety than in highly proficient papers.
	Word choice only partially effective in precision, clarity, inventiveness or power. Ineffective sentence structures occasionally tax reader or impede reader’s understanding.

	Frequent unclear word choice. Sentence structure often inadequate, awkward and incorrect.

	Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling


	No serious grammar, punctuation or spelling errors and very few minor ones.
	Few serious errors in grammar, punctuation or spelling and several minor ones.


	Frequent minor errors and more than a few major ones in grammar, punctuation or spelling.
	Frequent major errors in grammar, punctuation or spelling

	Format/Style Requirements
	Follows exactly or almost exactly requirements specified by instructor for paper format and citation style.

	Contains few errors in format and citation style.
	Numerous errors in format and citation style.
	Shows lack of awareness of format and citation style requirements.
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