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The paper starts here, indented, just one double space beneath the title, and continues
onward double-spaced. For papers that require “References,” all sources used must be cited
within the body of the paper. Whether quoting, paraphrasing, or summarizing, there are basically
two ways to make in-text citations. One way is to name the source within a sentence, for
example like this: Chamberlin (2007) identified several key leadership traits for critical care
nurses. Note that the year is a necessary part of the citation. Another way to cite the source is
in a parenthetical citation at the end of a sentence, like this: There are several key leadership
traits for critical care nurses (Chamberlin, 2007). Note: the period goes after the parentheses,
not before. When there are multiple authors, the format differs slightly between in-sentence and
parenthetical citations, in relation to the “and” between authors, which appears as “&” in
parenthetical citations. Here is an in-sentence citation with two authors: According to Hacker
and Sommers (2015), “The American Psychological Association recommends an author-date
system of citations” (p. 479). A parenthetical citation of the same content would look like this:
As an authoritative handbook has observed, “The American Psychological Association
recommends an author-date system of citations” (Hacker & Sommers, 2015, p. 479). Note that,
as seen in the examples above, page numbers are required when quoting source material but not
when summarizing or paraphrasing sources.
For further guidance on citing sources, see the resources listed at the end of this
document.
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Note: When you are making a References section for an APA paper, carefully format and edit to
reproduce not only the required elements but also their order and their exact formatting, including
spacing, italicizing, capitalizing, spelling, and punctuation marks between elements. The above entries in
these sample “References” pages are the following kinds of items, in order:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Print journal article (with both volume number and issue number)
Journal article originally in print but accessed online, with doi (with both volume number and
issue number)
Journal article originally in print but accessed online, without doi (with only volume number, no
issue number)
Magazine article
Online magazine article
Book, print version
Electronic version of print book
Electronic-only book
Book chapter, print version
Reference book
Entry in online reference work

For further guidance on formatting References pages and in-text citations, see the following resources:
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https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/gen
eral_format.html
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