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The Christ College of Nursing & Health Sciences  

Compliance with the Higher Education Opportunity Act (HEOA) Peer-to-Peer File 

Sharing Requirements H.R 4137, the Higher Education Opportunity Act (HEOA) 
 

HEOA is a reauthorization of the existing Higher Education Act. It includes provisions that are designed to reduce the illegal 

uploading and downloading of copyrighted works through peer-to-peer (P2P) file sharing. These provisions include requirements 

that:  

 Institutions make an annual disclosure that informs students that the illegal distribution of copyrighted materials may 

subject them to criminal and civil penalties and describes the steps that institutions will take to detect and punish illegal 

distribution of copyrighted materials.  

 Institutions certify to the Secretary of Education that they have developed plans to “effectively combat” the unauthorized 

distribution of copyrighted material.  

 Institutions describe their policies with respect to unauthorized peer-to-peer file sharing, including disciplinary actions that 

are taken against students who engage in illegal downloading or unauthorized distribution of copyrighted materials using 

the institution's information technology system.  

 Institutions implement technology-based deterrents to reduce the potential for illegal file sharing Institutions, “to the 

extent practicable,” offer alternatives to illegal file sharing.  

 Institutions identify procedures for periodically reviewing the effectiveness of the plans to combat the unauthorized 

distribution of copyrighted materials. 

Annual Disclosure 
The Christ College of Nursing and Health Sciences (TCCNHS/The College) views education as the most important element in 

combating illegal sharing of copyrighted materials.  Annually, students will be informed of The College’s policies and sanctions 

relating to copyright infringement. In addition, the policy will be made available in the College Catalog, to be reviewed yearly and 

updated as needed. 

Plans to “Effectively Combat” the Unauthorized Distribution of Copyrighted Material at The College 
Education:  We use a variety of methods to inform our campus community about copyright compliance and how The College 

responds to allegations of copyright infringement. 

 Public Wifi is available at The College, all users are required to accept to the information security guidelines set forth by The 

Christ Hospital Network (4.3.5 Copyright Infringement). 

o 4.3.5 Copyright Infringement states: “TCHHN's computer systems and networks must not be used to download, 

upload, or otherwise handle illegal and/or unauthorized copyrighted content.  Any of the following activities 

constitute violations of the Acceptable Use Policy, if done without permission of the copyright owner:  A) copying 

and sharing images, music, movies, or other copyrighted material via P2P file sharing or unlicensed CD's and DVD's; 

B) posting or plagiarizing copyrighted material; and C) downloading copyrighted files which user has not already 

legally procured.  This list is not meant to be exhaustive, copyright law applies to a wide variety of works and 

applies to much more than is listed above. 

 Respect for copyright and intellectual property are important aspects of academic integrity and are addressed in the 

College Catalog.    
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o Examples of Failures to Uphold Academic Integrity and Honesty: 

 When a student violates copyright laws or engages in the unauthorized copying of software. 

 College community members can learn how to use other people's materials appropriately on the Learning Management 

System, Blackboard, within the Writing Center page.   

 Copyright and Fair Use Policy Statement is provided to students via Blackboard. 

Technology-Based Deterrents:  The College uses several tools and/or appliances to reduce or eliminate the sharing of copyrighted 

material on or to our network. 

 Student Wi-Fi access at The College is separate and does not allow users connection to Private Secure Network Resources in 

any way.  

 Limited access to the Private Network through windows authentication is only accessible by Organization supplied devices 

to employees with secure password.  This access is further controlled through specific permissions and security guidelines 

and traffic monitoring is also recorded and maintained by TCH IT Department. 

 The College employs bandwidth-shaping technology to prioritize network traffic, limiting the amount of network bandwidth 

available to P2P applications but without filtering such applications since some of this traffic is for legitimate applications.   

 As a part of Christ Hospital the college is protected by network security software and firewalls maintained by full time by 

network security IT. 

Copyright Infringement Policies and Sanctions Notice 
 Copyright infringement is the act of exercising, without permission or legal authority, one or more of the exclusive rights 

granted to the copyright owner under section 106 of the Copyright Act (Title 17 of the United States Code). These rights 

include the right to reproduce or distribute a copyrighted work. In the file-sharing context, downloading or uploading 

substantial parts of a copyrighted work without authority constitutes an infringement.  

 Penalties for copyright infringement include civil and criminal penalties. In general, anyone found liable for civil copyright 

infringement may be ordered to pay either actual damages or "statutory" damages affixed at not less than $750 and not 

more than $30,000 per work infringed. For "willful" infringement, a court may award up to $150,000 per work infringed. A 

court can, in its discretion, also assess costs and attorneys' fees. For details, see Title 17, United States Code, Sections 504, 

505.  

 Willful copyright infringement can also result in criminal penalties, including imprisonment of up to five years and fines of 

up to $250,000 per offense.  

 For more information, please see the website of the U.S. Copyright Office at www.copyright.gov, particularly its FAQ section 

at www.copyright.gov/help/faq.  

 The College’s resources may not be used to support the unauthorized distribution of copyrighted materials.  Copyright 

infringement is prohibited by The College’s Policy on Academic Integrity and by the Student Code of Rights and 

Responsibilities.  Violations of these policies can result in denial of access to The College’s computing resources and/or 

other disciplinary action, up to and including separation from The College. 

Alternative Resources for Sharing Copyrighted Material  
Educause maintains a comprehensive list of Legal Downloading Resources. Members of TCCNHS community are encouraged to take 

advantage of these legitimate sources of digital content. 

Plan Effectiveness Review 
This plan will be reviewed annually by the Dean of Academic Support Services and Associate Dean of Compliance and revised as 

necessary to remain in compliance. The review will assess the overall effectiveness of the College's policy and procedures to 

promote the legal use of copyrighted materials. Any changes to the policy and/or procedures as a result of the review will take effect 

at the start of the following academic year. 
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